
Family of commercial development expenses
C.T.7

Activity
Harvesting	 Road work	 Transportation	 Supervision

Index	 Weight of index
Index A – Annual change in average 27.02% 34.14%	 28.16%	 100% 
Labour	 weekly earnings by industry

Index B – 	 Annual change in the machinery	 55.42% 21.4%	 17.8%	 N/A 
Machinery, and equipment price index,  
equipment by industry of purchase 
and maintenance	
Index C – Annual change in the monthly 17.6%	 24.1% 38.54% N/A 
Fuel average retail price, gasoline  

and heating oil

Index D – Annual change in the monthly N/A	 19.51%	 15.92% N/A 
Parts and consumer price index, passenger 
maintenance	 vehicle parts, maintenance  

and repairs
1 Based on the data published by Statistics Canada, CANSIM tables	
2 Site preparation and mechanized reforestation	
3 Site preparation and manual reforestation	
4 Stand tending
5 Technical work	
6 Marking
7 Commercial treatments”.

2. Schedule 1 is replaced by the following:
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SCHEDULE 1  
(ss. 2 and 5.1) 

DEVELOPMENT EXPENSES ELIGIBLE FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF PROPERTY TAXES 
OF CERTIFIED FOREST PRODUCERS 

Development expenses for the technical component include planning, monitoring and 
operational supervision costs. 

Development expenses for the execution component include implementation costs. 

A silvicultural treatment must be applied in compliance with the scientific foundations 
presented in the Guide sylvicole du Québec. 

A silvicultural treatment is part of a silvicultural scenario to be applied to a stand or 
combination of stands during a given period based on management objectives. 
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1. Return to production

1.1 Site preparation 

Definition 

A silvicultural treatment that involves working the forest soil to make the physical environment 
suitable for germination or for the survival and the growth of seedlings of a desired species. Site 
preparation must create a sufficient number of microsites suitable for natural or artificial 
regeneration. 

Description of eligible silvicultural site preparation activities 

1.1.1 Mechanical site clearing: a silvicultural treatment that involves windrowing or piling logging 
residue in order to facilitate replanting, scarification or stand tending. 

1.1.2 Shear-blading with a shear-blade-equipped tractor: brush-cutting and windrowing in a 
single operation. 

1.1.3 Bush clearing and site clearing: elimination and removal of brush and non-merchantable 
timber. 
1.1.3.1 High competition: an operation carried out where the coverage of brush two 

metres or more in height exceeds 50%. 
1.1.3.2 Low competition: an operation carried out where the coverage of brush one metre 

or more in height exceeds 25%. 
1.1.4 Chipping: the removal and chipping of brush and non-merchantable timber in a single 

operation. 
1.1.5 Forest harrowing: brush removal and soil scarification using a forest harrow. 
1.1.6 Agricultural ploughing and harrowing: loosening of the soil using a plough and harrow to 

facilitate the planting of seedlings. 
1.1.7 Scarification: a silvicultural treatment that involves disturbing the humus layer and low-

growing competing vegetation to expose and loosen the mineral soil and mix it with organic 
matter.  
1.1.7.1 Light scarification: TTS-type disc trenchers. 
1.1.7.2 Medium scarification: TTS-type trenchers with hydraulic discs, Donaren, 

Equisyl, etc. 
1.1.7.3 Manual scarification: manual tools. 

1.1.8 Salvage, bush clearing and site clearing: the harvesting of all mature merchantable timber 
or deteriorating timber in a low-value stand followed by bush clearing and mechanical site 
clearing. 

1.1.9 Site clearing with a “stone-fork” excavator: a silvicultural treatment that involves 
windrowing or piling logging residue in order to facilitate replanting. 

1.1.10 Mounding scarification: an operation involving the mounding of soil using an excavator or 
feller to create at least 800 microsites per hectare in order to perform intensive silviculture 
or reforestation with hardwood, white pine or red pine. 

1.1.11 Forest ploughing and harrowing: brush removal and loosening of the soil using a forest 
plough and harrow. 
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Value of site preparation treatments 

TREATMENT 

EXECUTION TECHNICAL
TOTAL 
VALUE UNIT VALUE 

FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

VALUE 
FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

Mechanical site 
clearing $1,004 PtRMe $240 Technical 

work $1,244 hectare 
(ha) 

Shear-blading with a 
shear-blade-equipped 
tractor 

$1,680 PtRMe $240 Technical 
work $1,920 ha 

Bush clearing and site 
clearing – high 
competition 

$1,871 PtRMe $240 Technical 
work $2,111 ha 

Bush clearing and site 
clearing – low 
competition 

$628 PtRMe $240 Technical 
work $868 ha 

Chipping $1,872 PtRMe $240 Technical 
work $2,112 ha 

Forest harrowing – 
single pass $529 PtRMe $240 Technical 

work $769 ha 

Forest harrowing – 
double pass $906 PtRMe $240 Technical 

work $1,146 ha 

Agricultural ploughing 
and harrowing $629 PtRMe $240 Technical 

work $869 ha 

Light scarification $280 PtRMe $240 Technical 
work $520 ha 

Medium scarification  $430 PtRMe $240 Technical 
work $670 ha 

Manual scarification  $362 PtRMa $154 Technical 
work $516 1,000 

microsites 

Salvage, bush 
clearing and site 
clearing 

$1,303 PtRMe $511 Technical 
work $1,814 ha 

Site clearing with a 
“stone-fork” excavator $1,596 PtRMe $240 Technical 

work $1,836 ha 

Mounding scarification $911 PtRMe $355 Technical 
work $1,266 ha 

Forest ploughing and 
harrowing $1,578 PtRMe $616 Technical 

work $2,194 ha 
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1.2 Planting 

Definition 

An operation involving burying the root system of artificial seedlings in a mineral soil or a mixture 
of mineral and organic soil. 

Description of eligible silvicultural planting treatments 

1.2.1 Planting: an artificial regeneration treatment involving placing seeds or seedlings in the 
ground, with regular spacing, to create a stand. 

1.2.2 Infill planting in plantations or naturally-regenerated areas: an artificial regeneration 
treatment that involves planting trees of a commercial species to fill gaps in areas where 
the regeneration, whether natural or artificial, has not achieved a suitable density or 
distribution coefficient. Infill planting takes place in a natural stand or a plantation 
containing trees of similar dimension to the seedling in order to achieve full stocking of the 
area. 

1.2.3 Enrichment planting: an artificial regeneration treatment that involves planting trees in a 
stand to introduce or re-introduce a species that is in decline or has greater value, or to 
increase the abundance of that species. Enrichment planting may take place in the 
understorey of a stand to maintain or improve biodiversity or increase the value of the 
stand. 
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Value of planting treatments 

TREATMENT 

EXECUTION TECHNICAL
TOTAL 
VALUE UNIT VALUE 

FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

VALUE 
FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

Mechanized planting – 
mechanical planter $1,790 PtRMe $274 Technical 

work $2,064 1,000 
seedlings 

Manual planting - Bare-
root, large size $550 PtRMa $289 Technical 

work $839 1,000 
seedlings 

Manual planting - 
containers of 50 to 109 
cubic centimetres 
(cc) 

$214 PtRMa $265 Technical 
work $479 1,000 

seedlings 

Manual planting - 
containers of 110 to 199 
cc 

$290 PtRMa $271 Technical 
work $561 1,000 

seedlings 
Manual planting - 
containers of 200 to 299 
cc 

$434 PtRMa $285 Technical 
work $719 1,000 

seedlings 
Manual planting - 
containers of 300 cc 
and over 

$490 PtRMa $304 Technical 
work $794 1,000 

seedlings 
Manual planting - 
containers of 300 cc 
and over (15 cells) 

$555 PtRMa $304 Technical 
work $859 1,000 

seedlings 
Manual planting - hybrid 
poplar $780 PtRMa $304 Technical 

work $1,084 1,000 
seedlings 

Infill/enrichment planting 
- Bare-root, large size $668 PtRMa $289 Technical 

work $957 1,000 
seedlings 

Infill/enrichment planting 
- containers of 50 to 109
cc

$346 PtRMa $265 Technical 
work $611 1,000 

seedlings 
Infill/enrichment planting 
- containers of 110 to
199 cc

$408 PtRMa $271 Technical 
work $679 1,000 

seedlings 
Infill/enrichment planting 
- containers of 200 to
299 cc

$556 PtRMa $285 Technical 
work $841 1,000 

seedlings 
Infill/enrichment planting 
- containers of 300 cc
and over

$584 PtRMa $304 Technical 
work $888 1,000 

seedlings 
Infill/enrichment planting 
- containers of 300 cc
and over (15 cells)

$660 PtRMa $304 Technical 
work $964 1,000 

seedlings 
Infill/enrichment planting 
- hybrid poplar $780 PtRMa $304 Technical 

work $1,084 1,000 
seedlings 
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2. Tending of regeneration

Definition 

A silvicultural tending treatment that involves eliminating competing vegetation, mainly using 
mechanical or manual methods, to release regeneration of the desired species or to create an 
environment suitable for the establishment of regeneration. 

Description of eligible silvicultural treatments for the tending of regeneration 

2.1 Cleaning (1st, 2nd, 3rd): an operation that involves cutting back competing trees and 
shrubs. 

2.2 Weeding: an operation that involves controlling competing herbaceous vegetation, either 
by mowing or harrowing or by straightening seedlings. 

2.3 Mulching: an operation that involves controlling competing trees and shrubs by mulching 
2.4 Fertilization and amendment: a treatment that involves the application of chemical or 

organic fertilizers to improve timber production in stands of quick-growth species and in 
maple stands used for forestry or syrup production under a silvicultural diagnosis by a 
forest engineer. 

2.5 Artificial pruning: a silvicultural tending treatment that involves systematically removing 
dead or living branches from the lower part of a tree stem to produce knot-free timber. The 
treatment aims to increase the value of the butt log in the production of high-quality timber 
for sawing or rotary cutting. 

2.6 Phytosanitary pruning of white pine and red pine: a silvicultural tending treatment that 
involves removing parts of a tree (generally branches or twigs) that are dead, damaged or 
affected by pathogens. This silvicultural treatment aims to prevent the spread of parasites 
and pathogens. 

2.7 Protective treatment: a treatment to combat insects, disease or animals to stop their 
spread or minimize damage to trees. 
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Value of eligible treatments for the tending of regeneration  

TREATMENT 

EXECUTION TECHNICAL
TOTAL 
VALUE UNIT VALUE 

FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

VALUE 
FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

Cleaning 
(1st, 2nd, 3rd) $1,720 E. P. $606 Technical 

work $2,326 hectare 
(ha) 

Weeding $370 E. P. $606 Technical 
work $976 ha 

Mulching $1,253 PtRMe $490 Technical 
work $1,743 ha 

Fertilization and 
amendment $683 PtRMe $266 Technical 

work $949 ha 

Artificial pruning $521 E. P. $222 Technical 
work $743 ha 

Phytosanitary 
pruning of white 
pine and red pine 

$952 E. P. $596 Technical 
work $1,548 ha 

Protective treatment $561 PtRMa $239 Technical 
work $800 ha 
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3. Stand tending

3.1 Precommercial thinning 

Definition 

A silvicultural tending treatment that involves cutting trees with non-merchantable dimensions to 
reduce the competition for final crop trees and improve their growth. Precommercial thinning aims 
mainly to reduce competition between trees of a desired species. 

Description of eligible silvicultural stand tending treatments  

3.1.1 Systematic precommercial thinning: a variant characterized by the removal of trees and 
shrubs that compete with the selected crop trees, using a defined spacing that ensures 
that the crop trees make up the entire cover in the stand. 

3.1.2 Precommercial thinning with light opening: a variant characterized by the removal of 
competing trees and shrubs (competing vegetation) within a defined radius around a 
number of selected crop trees to ensure that they form a predominant portion of the stand. 
Precommercial thinning by light opening retains the trainer (filler) trees. 

Value of stand tending treatments 

TREATMENT 

EXECUTION TECHNICAL
TOTAL 
VALUE UNIT VALUE 

FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

VALUE 
FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

Systematic 
precommercial 
thinning–softwood 
and mixed stands: 
8 000 to 15 000 
stems/hectare (ha) 

$1,339 Stand 
tending $596 Technical 

work $1,935 hectare 
(ha) 

Systematic 
precommercial 
thinning – softwood 
and mixed stands: 
15 000 stems/ha 
and over 

$1,789 Stand 
tending $596 Technical 

work $2,385 ha 

Systematic 
precommercial 
thinning – poplar 

$968 Stand 
tending $414 Technical 

work $1,382 ha 

Precommercial 
thinning with light 
opening and 
marking 

$1,235 Stand 
tending $889 Technical 

work $2,124 ha 



9 

4 Commercial treatments 

Definition 

All silvicultural treatments involving the partial or total harvesting of the merchantable trees in a 
stand. 

Description of eligible commercial silvicultural treatments  

4.1 Commercial thinning: silvicultural tending treatment that involves harvesting some 
merchantable stems in an even-aged stand prior to maturity. 

4.2 Shelterwood cutting: a silvicultural treatment that involves harvesting the stand in a series 
of partial cuts spaced at about one-fifth of the rotation, to establish one or more regeneration 
cohorts under the protection of mature forest cover containing seed trees. 

4.3 Selection cutting: the periodic harvesting of trees in an uneven-aged or “gardened” stand to 
promote regeneration. 

4.4 Salvage cutting: an operation that involves harvesting merchantable stems in a deteriorating 
stand, to safeguard or replace the regeneration of commercial species damaged by 
windthrow, insect epidemic, ice storm or fire. 

4.5 Technical assistance for timber development: assistance provided to a forest producer to 
plan silvicultural work and technical advice on the implementation of treatments, which may 
cover silvicultural prescriptions, performance reports, marking, permit applications, 
compliance with municipal by-laws and environmental regulations, and timber marketing.  

4.6 Marking: an operation that involves marking trees, generally using spray paint, either to be 
felled (negative marking) or to be left standing (positive marking) during a planned selection 
cut. Marking may be used for commercial thinning, shelterwood cutting, selection cutting, 
partial salvage cutting, sanitation cutting or improvement cutting. 

4.7 Succession cutting: the harvesting of overstorey trees while retaining the regeneration of 
desired species established in the understorey, in order to improve stand composition. 

4.8 Sanitation cutting: the removal of trees killed or weakened by diseases or insects to avoid 
their spread to the remainder of the stand. 

4.9 Improvement cutting: the removal of undesired species or poorly-formed trees in a stand 
that is beyond the sapling stage, in order to improve stand composition, structure and 
condition. 
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Value of commercial treatments 

TREATMENT 

EXECUTION TECHNICAL
TOTAL 
VALUE UNIT VALUE 

FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

VALUE 
FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

First commercial 
thinning: softwoods - 
fir, spruce, jackpine 
and larch (FSJL) 9 to 
15 centimetres (cm) 
diameter at breast 
height (DBH)  
-mechanized

$1,286 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,840 hectare 

(ha) 

First commercial 
thinning: softwoods 
(FSJL), 9 to 15 cm 
DBH - manual 

$1,838 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $2,392 ha 

First commercial 
thinning: softwoods 
(FSJL), 15.1 to 19 cm 
DBH - mechanized 

$1,053 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,607 ha 

First commercial 
thinning: softwoods 
(FSJL), 15.1 to 19 cm 
DBH - manual 

$1,506 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $2,060 ha 

Second commercial 
thinning: softwood 
(FSJL) plantations – 
mechanized 

$715 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,269 ha 

Second commercial 
thinning: softwood 
(FSJL) plantations - 
manual 

$1,022 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,576 ha 

First commercial 
thinning: white pine 
and red pine 
plantations – 
mechanized 

$1,093 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,647 ha 

First commercial 
thinning: white pine 
and red pine 
plantations - manual 

$1,562 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $2,116 ha 

Second commercial 
thinning: white pine 
and red pine 
plantations – 
mechanized 

$611 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,165 ha 

Second commercial 
thinning: white pine 
and red pine 
plantations – manual 

$874 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,428 ha 
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Commercial thinning, 
natural stands – 
hardwoods and other 
softwoods – 
mechanized 

$959 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,513 ha 

Commercial thinning, 
natural stands – 
hardwoods and other 
softwoods - manual 

$1,372 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,926 ha 

Shelterwood cutting - 
softwoods (FSJL) - 
mechanized 

$705 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,259 ha 

Shelterwood cutting - 
softwoods (FSJL) - 
manual 

$1,008 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,562 ha 

Shelterwood cutting – 
shade-tolerant 
hardwoods and other 
softwoods - 
mechanized 

$1,037 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,591 ha 

Shelterwood cutting - 
shade-tolerant 
hardwoods  and other 
softwoods - manual 

$1,484 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $2,038 ha 

Selection cutting - 
softwoods (FSJL) - 
mechanized 

$930 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,484 ha 

Selection cutting - 
softwoods (FSJL) - 
manual 

$1,328 T. C. $554  Technical 
work $1,882 ha 

Selection cutting – 
shade-tolerant 
hardwoods  and other 
softwoods - 
mechanized 

$928 T. C. $554  Technical 
work $1,482 ha 

Selection cutting - 
shade-tolerant 
hardwoods  and other 
softwoods - manual 

$1,327 T. C. $554 Technical 
work $1,881 ha 

Salvage cutting - 
partial, manual $1,309 T. C. $554 Technical 

work $1,863 ha 

Salvage cutting - 
partial, mechanized $915 T. C. $554 Technical 

work $1,469 ha 

Salvage cutting - total, 
manual $561 T. C. $334 Technical 

work $895 ha 

Salvage cutting - total, 
mechanized $393 T. C. $334 Technical 

work $727 ha 
Technical assistance 
for timber 
development  

$0 N/A $334 Technical 
work $334 ha 

Marking, hardwoods1 $0 N/A $188 M. $188 ha
Marking, softwoods1 $0 N/A $216 M. $216 ha

12 

Succession cutting $993 T. C. $359 Technical 
work $1,352 ha 

Sanitation cutting $918 T. C. $332 Technical 
work $1,250 ha 

Improvement cutting $1,230 T. C. $446 Technical 
work $1,676 ha 

1The marking rate applies only to eligible commercial treatments 

http://www.droitauteur.gouv.qc.ca/copyright.php
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5 Other activities 

Description of other eligible activities 

5.1 Forest roads: the construction or improvement of access roads, bridges and culverts to 
facilitate forest operations. 

5.2 Forest development plan: the drafting of an information and planning tool by a forest 
engineer for benefit of a forest producer, in order to protect and develop a forest property. 

5.3 Supplemental forest development plan: the inclusion of extra information in the forest 
development plan concerning the presence of at least one sensitive element on a forested 
property, as confirmed by cartographic data from a recognized source or the gathering of 
ecological data. The eligible sensitive elements are: 
5.3.1 Wetlands; 
5.3.2 Occurrences or potential habitats of a designated threatened or vulnerable species 

or a species likely to be designated threatened or vulnerable; 
5.3.3 Exceptional forest ecosystems; 
5.3.4 Sensitive forest ecosystems, or forest ecosystems that are vulnerable to climate 

change, as well as ecological hubs and corridors. 

The inclusion of sensitive elements must be supported by an ecological description and 
mitigation measures in the silvicultural treatments proposed in the forest development 
plan. 

5.4 Delimitation of sensitive areas: on-site delimitation of a sensitive element described in point 
5.3 for conservation purposes, prior to the implementation of a planned forest management 
activity. 

5.5 Multi-resource component provided for in the forest development plan: the drafting of an 
information tool for potential multi-resources based on a multi-resource data collection; the 
component is added to the forest development plan, as it is described in point 5.2 of this 
Schedule. 

5.6 Forest-fauna work: forest development activities provided for in this Regulation if they are 
implemented to conserve or improve a wildlife habitat. The work results from an analysis of 
the wildlife potential and is provided for in the forest development plan or the silvicultural 
prescription of a forest engineer. The value of the development expense for the technical 
component or execution component is increased by 10%. 

5.7 Advisory visit: an advisory visit, including an on-site analysis to follow up on the forest 
development plan with the owner, or to advise the owner on the implementation of 
development work on the owner’s forested land. The visit must be conducted under the 
responsibility and supervision of a forest engineer. Maximum number of visits per forest 
development plan per year: 1. 

5.8 Forest certification: work to obtain or maintain forest certification under a recognized group 
program. 
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Value of other activities 

TREATMENT 

EXECUTION TECHNICAL
TOTAL 
VALUE UNIT VALUE 

FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

VALUE 
FAMILY OF 
DEVELOP

MENT 
EXPENSES 

Construction of 
access roads1 $2,584 T. C. $934 Technical 

work $3,518 Kilometre 
(km) 

Improvement of 
access roads1 $1,230 T. C. $446 Technical 

work $1,676 km

Construction of 
bridges or culverts1 $1,448 T. C. $523 Technical 

work $1,971 
One bridge 

or one 
culvert 

Improvement of 
bridges or culverts1 $196 T. C. $72 Technical 

work $268 
One bridge 

or one 
culvert 

Forest development 
plan (4 to 10 
hectares (ha))1 

$0 N/A $593 Technical 
work $593 

One forest 
development 

plan 

Forest development 
plan (11 to 50 ha)1 $0 N/A $652 Technical 

work $652 
One forest 

development 
plan 

Forest development 
plan (51 to 100 ha)1 $0 N/A $852 Technical 

work $852 
One forest 

development 
plan 

Forest development 
plan (101 to 799 
ha)1 

$0 N/A $1,186 Technical 
work $1,186 

One forest 
development 

plan 
Forest development 
plan (800 ha and 
over)1 

$0 N/A $1,423 Technical 
work $1,423 

One forest 
development 

plan 
Supplemental forest 
development plan1 $0 N/A $279 Technical 

work $279  Per sensitive 
element 

Delimitation of 
sensitive areas $0 N/A $183  Technical 

work $183 ha

Multi-resource 
component provided 
for in the forest 
development plan1 

$0 N/A $238 Technical 
work $238 

Per forest 
development 

plan 

Forest-fauna work $0 N/A $0 N/A 10% N/A 

Advisory visit $0 N/A $415 Technical 
work $415 One visit 

Forest certification $0 N/A $3 Technical 
work $3 ha

1Upon presentation of eligible invoices and proof of payment by the producer (to be attached to 
the forest engineer's report for validation), the value of the expense indicated in the above table 
may correspond to the total of the amount of the validated invoices, up to twice the indicated 
value. 




